CPYRGHT

ANENY YK LINMES

186 AUG

| 1967
Sanitized - Approved For ?gelease : Cl

CPYRGHT

e

~

TWOVIIWS 0T AR

{ _
PUT 70 STUDENTS

William Bundy Optimistice
, Coodwin Seces Blunders

ke Diem regime to reform its
JJoppressive policies.
1

Concedes ‘I\'Jisju'dgments'

The assistant secretary said
that at several points *costs
were not foreseen and misjudg-
ments were honestly made."”
One misjudzment, Mr Bundy
said, was lhe failure of the
United States in 1961 to force

Mr. Goodwin rejected the

By STEVEN V. ROZERTSY |

Speclal to The New York Times

thesis that American involve-

nient i3 Vigtn Do nlilaer

LOULLLEGE PARK, Md.,, Avz.

: 15-*William P. Bundy, Assist.'

. ant Secretary of State for Far;

: Eastern Affairs, said today that
«the prospects. for a “peaceluli

i and secure Southeast Asia now

" . appear brighter” than at any;

-+ HMis assessment was chal.
. lenged by Richard N. Goodwit
.a former adviser to Presidents
+Kennedy and Johnson, as a
[airy tale that, like most fairy:
‘lales, is comfcrting and warm-
“ing, but is not true.” .

The two men discussed;,
American involvement in the!
‘Vietnam war before the 1,200
*delepates gathered at the Uni-,

versity of Maryland . {op the,
-2nnual Congress of the Na-:
“ticnal Student Association,

Most of . the delegates ap-
prared o share the judgment .
"of Mr. Goodwin. Many of those-
:Who support current American:
:holicy in” Asia expressed a deepI
tistration. .

Mr. Bundy, addressing a sym-
LReslum, stressed the importance,
.of the Vietnamese -elections!
‘scheduled for Sept. 3. i
' If the electiong provide the!
., Vietnamese people with 3.

chance to express their opin.i
Jons and take hold of their af-
;faxrs," e said, “it could be the
‘most hopeful ¢harige of all in
‘lecent years.” * o
.. In response’ to a question,
Mr. Bundy acknowledged that
the war in Vietnam and the
power of the Vietcong in many
areas made it impossible “to
‘have.anything like afi effective
election campaign.”
-+ He recounted a long history
.of decisions leading to the cur-
.Tent American involvement in
Vietnam. . :

He concluded that the United
; States was not a “prisoner of
. history,” but that four Ameri-
r€an Presidents had made de-

! time in recent years. . i

(distrust of the Johnson Admin-"’

liberate choices to. maintain| -

ate. il was a blunder,” he
said, “a blunder of enormously
costly and bloody dimensions.”
He added:

“If I were to tell you today

that there was a guerrilla war
going on in 2 small Asian:
country, and that you could
gend one-half million men, and'
~&pend billions of dollars, and’

suffer thousands of casualties,:

and still have no hope of win-

ning, could -anyone

choose that course?” - )
The war, Mr. Goodwin con-,

possiblyg

“tinued, “has drained the crea-

tive moral energies of the coun-
try away from such goals as
civil rights.” Moreover he said,
“it has eroded public confi-
dence in the government.”
Most of the delegates seemed

~i-dubious when Mr, Bundy said
that the United States had

done everything possible 1o

bring about peace in Southeast.

Asia. {
Steve Schwartz, a graduate
sludent at the University of
Michigan, szil: “How can you
believe them when they falk
about peace and send in 45,000
more troops and move the war
closer to the border?” . .
“I just don’t believe the
President,” said Ricki Radlo, #
senior at Radcliffe. “Officers I
know.in Vietnam say the situ-
ation is much worse than is
ever reported. It is a matter of
‘frust. I think a lot of young
people lack any. real faith in
‘the people’ making the deci-
sions.” - N
Althougl this distrust of the.

Administration appears to run,

deep among the delegates,
many = expressed’ support for
the Vietnam War;. .0 -
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